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Communication tower climbing nails
cannot be painted

Overview
Michigan Ancillary Structure Inspection Manual (MiASIM)The inspector shall determine
the type of coating – paint, galvanizing, or uncoated and note if ther.

Key Takeaways
Climbing nails on communication towers are typically left unpainted to ensure safe
footing and proper grip for climbers, as paint can reduce friction and compromise
safety.

Safety Considerations

Climbing nails, spikes, or rungs are critical for tower access. Painting these surfaces
can create a slippery layer, especially when wet or exposed to weather, increasing
the risk of falls. Anti-slip and tactile feedback are essential for climbers, and coatings
like paint or anti-climb substances can interfere with this safety function.

OSH

A guidelines emphasize that all climbing work should include proper inspections and
safe access, highlighting the importance of maintaining uncoated climbing surfaces.

Coating and Corrosion Issues
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Steel towers are often treated with galvanization or protective coatings to prevent
corrosion. While these coatings protect structural steel, climbing nails are usually left
bare or minimally treated to maintain mechanical grip. Applying paint to climbing
nails can also lead to peeling or uneven adhesion, which may create sharp edges or
weak points, further compromising climber safety.

Anti-

Climb Paint vs. Climbing SurfacesAnti-climb paints, such as Watson Climb-Guard™,
are designed to deter unauthorized access by making surfaces slippery. These
coatings are applied to tower legs or panels but never on climbing nails or rungs,
because doing so would endanger authorized personnel who need to ascend safely.

The distinction ensures that security measures do not conflict with occupational
safety.

Best Practices

Inspect climbing nails regularly for wear or corrosion, but avoid painting them. Apply
protective coatings only to structural steel surfaces, not to climbing points. Use anti-
slip treatments or textured metal surfaces if additional grip is needed, rather than
paint.

Follow OSH

A and industry guidelines for tower safety planning, including Job Hazard Analysis and
Emergency Action Plans. In summary, climbing nails remain unpainted to preserve
friction, prevent slipping, and ensure climber safety, while tower coatings are applied
elsewhere to protect structural integrity and deter unauthorized access.

Article Content

Michigan Ancillary Structure Inspection Manual (MiASIM)

The inspector shall determine the type of coating – paint, galvanizing, or uncoated
and note if there is a secured fence around the tower, preventing casual access to
the tower.

Telecom Tower Safety and Climbing Guide | PDF | Elevator | Rope

The document discusses various types of telecom towers and masts used in
telecommunications work, outlines safety procedures for working at heights above 6
feet including using fall arrest systems, fall

Communication Tower Best Practices

© 2026 ROGER FIBRE ATELIER - All rights reserved



Page 3/5

Employees climb communication towers to perform construction and maintenance
activities and face numerous hazards, including fall hazards, hazards associated with
structural collapses and improper

Communication Tower Best Pratices

During this workshop, industry stakeholders, along with worker safety advocates and
the families of communication tower workers who had been killed on the job,
gathered to discuss the issues

Working at Heights: Mast and Tower Safety for Telco Technicians

This article delves into the key aspects of mast and tower safety, highlighting the
protocols, tools, and best practices needed to safeguard technicians and assets.

4.08 Tower Climbing Safety

Situations where an imminent threat to human life exists because of the lack of
telecommunications services may require prompt performance of tower or elevated
work. Every effort

Wire rope Safety ClimbS on antenna Supporting StruCtureS

A safety climb is considered an appurtenance, however the scope of the ANSI/TIA-222
standard does not include maintenance and condition assessment requirements for
safety climbs (refer to Section

Communication Towers

This standard establishes minimum criteria for safe work practices and training for
personnel performing work on communication structures including antenna and
antenna supporting structures, broad-cast

Tower Climbing Safety and Standards Guide

Tower climbers shall only climb towers certified by the manufacturer to meet the
Telecommunications Industry Association/Electronic Industries Association (TIA/EIA)
222 for tower construction and 29

F417-281-000 Communication Tower Operations: A Guide to

Employees climb communication towers to perform construction and maintenance
activities and face numerous hazards, including fall hazards, hazards associated with
structural collapses and improper

Communication Tower Painting | Shane Davis Tower

If you''re looking for a tower painting company, turn to us at Shane Davis Tower
Painting. In addition to our extensive qualifications and certifications, we only use
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FCC OSHA Tower Climber Safety Guide

FCC OSHA Tower Climber Safety Guide Full Title: Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, Communication Tower Best Practices Document Type:
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Communication Tower Best Pratices

I. Introduction and Background The Occupational Safety and Health Administration
and the Federal Communications Commission are concerned about the risks posed to
workers in the communication

Telecommunication Towers & Masts

Telecommunication Towers & Masts The Best Anti-Climb Paint Coating for
Telecommunications Towers & Masts. Telecommunications towers and masts face
threats from terrorist attacks, vandalism,

Communication Towers

In order to erect or maintain communication towers, employees regularly climb
towers, using fixed ladders, support structures or step bolts, from 100 feet to heights
in excess of 1000 or 2000 feet.

The Benefits of Tower Painting and Lighting

As such, tower operators should prioritize these tasks to ensure the uninterrupted
provision of communication services. Penn-Tech International offers high-quality

Safety in the Tower Climbing Telecommunications Field

Conclusion The role of tower telecommunication climbers in maintaining our
interconnected world cannot be overstated. Through
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://artduferoger.fr
Technical inquiry: https://artduferoger.fr/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

© 2026 ROGER FIBRE ATELIER - All rights reserved

http://www.tcpdf.org

